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By: Andrew M Trabanco
HHT, 3/11 ACR 1966-67
t has been I 0 years since that fateful
day of September 11,2001. On 9111,
I was recently retired from the New
York City Fire Department having
served as the Captain of Ladder 11 in
the borough of Manhattan. Soon after
the attack, l learned that a I ieutenant
and 5 firefighters working in Ladder 11
were murdered as the towers collapsed.
There were 343 New York City
Firefighters, scores of police officers
and EMS and thousands of civilians
who lost their lives that day. That night
l made my way down to the site to join
the rescue operation and could not
believe the devastation.
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The telephones were not working
locally in NYC after the attack. So
when the phone rang and my wife
picked it up we were stunned - the
caller was Jan Watkins, wife of Gerald,
one of my Blackhorse buddies from St.
Louis. She was calling to see if we
were OK. Apparently, the system was
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McGinnis-Wickham Hall
By: Allen Hathaway
ort Benning, GA. Sept 23, 2011 More than 500 people gathered
today to witness the dedication of
the Maneuver Center of Excellence's
(MCoE) new headquarters building.
McGinnis-Wickam Hall was named in
honor of Spc. Ross A. McGinnis and Cpl.
Jerry W. Wickam, Medal of Honor recipients representing the Infantry and Armor
branches, respectively.
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Ross McGinnis was awarded the
Medal of Honor posthumously for his
actions while serving with the I st Infantry
Division during Operation Iraqi Freedom
in 2006. He trained to be an Infantry
Soldier at Fort Benning.
Jerry Wickam was awarded the Medal
of Honor posthumously for his actions on
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Jerry Wickam was awarded the
Medal of Honor posthumously for
his actions on January 6, 1968 while
serving with F Troop, 2nd Squadron,
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment
near Loc Ninh, Republic of Vietnam.
January 6, 1968 while serving with F
Troop, 2nd Squadron, II th Armored
Cavalry Regiment near Loc Ninh ,
Republic ofVietnam. He trained to be an
Armored Cavalry Soldier at Fort Knox,
Ky.
On hand for the dedication were members of the Wickam family to include wife
Suzanne, son Michael, grandchildren
Blake and Savanah, brothers Daniel and
Thomas and cousins Mark and Doug.
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'Sometimes People Died and Sometimes They Didn't'
A son's search for his dad at Reunion XXVI
By: Elena Brown
he day hadn't been anything special as he sat and filled out the
warranty guarantee card for the
weed-eater he just bought in a
local lawn care store. Another day, another
errand, he thought. The salesman looked at
the card. A rush of recognition, a wide
smile and a hint of sadness flashed across
his face.
"Oh wow, I used to know a Ron Clark
back in high school. One of my best
friends. Died fighting in Vietnam," said
the salesman. "Yeah," he said nodding his
baseball-capped head. And with a simple
smile he stated, "That was my dad."
Ron K. Clark, 43, is the only son of
Blackhorse Trooper PFC Ron E. Clark.
Clark senior was 22 years old when he was
killed in action on May 14, 1968 in Bin
Duong Province, Vietnam and is buried in
Indianola, Iowa. He died three months
before his only son was born. Clark 's
name is located on panel 60E line 009 of
the Vietnam Wall in Washington, D.C.
Ron didn't know too much about his
father and his family didn 't talk much
about him . His mother remarried when
Ron was a year old. It wasn't until he was
well into adulthood that people began to
open up to him about his father.
"They' d tell me I have the same personality. That I'm quiet and laid back just
like he was," he said. Gerry Costa served
with Ron's father in A-Troop. They were
friends and even shared a birthday. Costa
frequently writes memorials on the Virtual
Vietnam Wall to his fallen friend. One
entry from May 15, 2001 states: "Hello
again my friend. Just wanted to let you
know that after all these years you are not
forgotten. I toasted you yesterday at 4pm
just like every year. l will never forget you
or the time we spent in Nam. I am very,
very sorry I could not have protected you
better and kept you from harms way.
Allons always."
Costa visited the Clarks in Iowa in
2003. They went the grave site and placed
a Blackhorse patch on the headstone. Ron
could sense the visit was a part of a real
healing process for Costa and chose not to
bring up many battle memories . " l know
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"Oh wow, I used to know a Ron Clark back in high
school. One of my best friends. Died fighting in Vietnam,"
said the salesman. "Yeah," he said nodding his baseball..
capped head. And with a simple smile he stated, "That
was my dad."
Gerry carries a lot of Vietnam on him ,"
Ron said. Even though they didn't talk
much about the war, Ron didn't mind .
"He 's a good man , and I've made a dear
friend ."
Having met Costa, Ron was invigorated and motivated to Jearn more about
his father, the Blackhorse regiment and,
most importantly, attend a reunion.
The Blackhorse 11th Armored Cavalry
Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia is a
non-profit corporation that aims to honor
those that fought and died during Vietnam .
They were founded in 1985 and began
having annual reunions in 1986. In 2006
Operation
Embrace
was
formed.
Operation Embrace strives to locate, notify and welcome the family members of the
men killed-in-action to the reunion . This
year, Ron was just one of the 11 family
members ofKIAs that came and joined the
I ,063 people, which included surviving
soldiers and their families , at the August
reunion in St. Louis, Missouri. Some of
the men he met included Edward Brown
Jr. and James "Jim" Sowinski, men that
served with his father.
Retired SSG Edward Brown Jr. served
with A-Troop from 1967-1968 and had
been in touch with Ron through Costa for
about four years. They had spoken on the
phone and thru Facebook but had never
met face-to-face. Brown was nervous and
delighted when he was informed Ron
would attend the reunion.
"I know he wants to know more details
of the day his dad was hit. It's hard, reliving that- and to share that with him,"
Brown said with a heavy sigh. "But I will."
Brown recounted Ron E. Clark falling
into him during the fight. Clark took a
direct hit from a rocket-propelled grenade
launcher. "His death was fast and his survivors should know he didn 't suffer

(alone)." Brown said. "I looked into his
eyes as he died." While Clark died during
that fight, many were injured including
Brown. The blast perforated hi s eardrums
and he received injuries on his right side,
with wounds in his shoulder, chest, liver,
hip and leg. Brown 's recovery included 14
surgeries and a skin graft that took nearly
three years in the hospital to recover.
"I owe Young Clark and his family. To
answer any questions if I can, and to let
them know he did not die alone." Brown
said. "God left me here for a reason. It's
my responsibility to share that Clark died a
hero. He had a cause." For his ultimate
sacrifice Clark was awarded a Bronze
Stare with Merit, a Purple Heart, National
Defense, Vietnam Service and Vietnam
Campaign medals.
"I always wanted to know if there was
something significant on the day my father
died. But I learned it was a typical day in
Vietnam. Sometimes people died and
sometimes they didn't," Ron said.
The Army was hit hard in 1968 reaching more than I 0,500 deaths that year,
accorqing to statistics founds on The WallUSA.com, which is a 15 year old website
dedicated to honoring those who died in
the Vietnam War. Like a weighted backpack, many survivors carry the Vietnam
experience with them in the fonn of Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder. A lthough
PTSD is often associated with Vietnam
veterans, it appears in veterans of all wars
and eras. Once known as Battle Fatigue
and Shell Shock, PTSD symptoms may
include intrusive thoughts, distressing
dreams, flashbacks and irritability. It can
also mean a reduced ability to concentrate,
experience pleasure, feel tender emotions
or imagine a positive future. Many vets are
finding support when learning to cope
with their Vietnam experiences. During

Thunder Run

the reunion psychologist Dr. Candace
Drake and daughter of a Blackhorse trooper, Dennis Drake (HHT 3/ 11), hosted a
veteran 's seminar explain ing PTSD and
the options available for veterans. Brown
attends a fully packed weekly PTSD group
at Audie Murphy VA Hospital in San
Antonio, TX. "Meeting Young Clark has
helped me with my guilt but I'm still sad
Clark never met his son, but when I go
back home, I'll have a sigh of relief," he
said.
For about four days the fellowship is
visible as stories flow in "The Bunker."
Tn military terms the bunker is usually a
reinforced concrete underground shelter.
Here, at the reunion, it's a place where the
men embrace each other with the welcome
they never received when they returned
home from the war decades ago. This is
where they laugh and cry over memories,
photos and have a beer or three. "I'd never
thought I'd be sitting here laughing and
having a beer with Clark's boy," Brown
said with excitement. "Brown wasn't the
only one thrilled to meet "Young Clark;"
James 'Jim ' Sowinski contributed to the
shared memories of Ron's father. "It's
good to meet Clark's son! Tgot a clear picture of his dad . Sowinski said.
" Everybody's got a piece of something to
give Young Clark."
This is an exceptionally intense reunion

of men who served in an unpopular war.
There is a bond between them that defies
race or religion. And the void that Vietnam
left in the souls of vets grows smaller with
each reunion , it is a place to remember and
a place to heal.
"It's important for me to be here. I
know that Ed and Gerry have a lot of guilt.
But I don't look at it that way," Ron said.
"I'm glad my dad had good friends over
there that were with him when he died . I'm

here to thank those guys that were there
with my dad ."
Ron still sees the salesman in the local
lawn care store. He likes to talk with him
about his dad. Ron said, "With the guys
from Blackhorse, attending the reunion
and the salesman, well, its ' just another
thing that makes me feel a connection to
him."
Elena Brown is a freelance writer and the
daughter of Trooper Edward Brown, Jr.
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You don't enter Mark Lownsbery's (F Troop and L Troop 68-69) garage without knowing that he flies his colors with pride as he works on his 1939 Chevy that he named "Fatty"

27th ANNUAL lith ACVVC REUNION
SEPTEMBER 12-16, 2012

The Rosen Centre Hotel, 9840 International Drive, Orlando, Florida 32819
www.rosencentre.com
RESERVATIONS: 800·204·7234
ROOM RATE: $95.00 SINGLE · QUAD
• Room types are reserved on a first•come,
first-served basis.
• Rates are good three days prior to and three days
after event based on availability.
• Complementary self parking.
• Complementary guest room internet.
• Complementary scheduled shuttles to Universal,
Wet n Wild and Sea World Parks.
• Please make hotel reservations early.

RESERVATIONS MUST BE NO LATER THAN AUGUST 29, 2012
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